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President’s Report

Dear ATCMA members,

Over the past year, the Board has prioritized working on ways to putting more money in your
pocket. Our first big accomplishment for the profession was the inclusion of acupuncture coverage
for ICBC patients. As many of you know, ICBC now must pay for 12 treatments for any traffic
injuries that occur after April 1, 2019. Also, earlier this year we lobbied Manulife to increase their
fair market value price of acupuncture from $80 to $90. Some of you may have noticed that when
you direct bill to Manulife, now they will pay $90 per treatment instead of $80. That was the work
of the ATCMA.

Another accomplish of this board, was that extended medical plans across all major universities and
colleges had a special clause that excluded community acupuncture, but thanks to the lobbying of
the ATCMA, as of September 1, 2019 all community acupuncture clinics will be able to provide
acupuncture for students of these universities and colleges.

This year we hosted the first ever online webinar for the ATCMA members on the ICBC Claims
Process in March which had over 200 people attend in person and 60 people attend online. Our
2019 AGM is also being hosted as an online webinar for our members in other cities that otherwise
would have to travel a long distance to attend. We will continue to work on our promise to increase
accessibility to all our members including our members outside of the lower mainland.

In June of this year, one of our board members Andre Shih, participated in a press conference with
Members of Parliament Jenny Kwan and Don Davies to send a strong message to Health Canada
that we strongly oppose their intentions to regulate natural health products such as herbs in the
same way they regulate drugs. Health Canada wanted to require clinical trials in order to allow
practitioners and manufacturers to make health claims based on our traditions but after our press
conference, Health Canada issued a statement that they don’t intend to make such changes. This
situation however is still evolving, and we will continue to be involved.

Since last year, we have strengthened the relationship between the CTCMA and the ATCMA. Both
College and Association will be holding their 2019 AGM’s on the same day, in the same room. The



ATCMA has established itself as the premier Association for TCM in BC. We are the Association that
Blue Cross contacts when they have questions about TCM and Acupuncture, we are the Association
that other extended health insurers, ICBC, WorkSafe BC, and others contact when they have
guestions about TCM & Acupuncture. The ATCMA has emerged as the most influential TCM
Association in BC.

The ATCMA is currently working on several projects. Around 1 year ago, we began working on
getting better acupuncture coverage for WorkSafeBC. Since then we have already had several
meetings and provided several submissions to their policy and research committee and board of
directors. Much has been accomplished on this project over the past year and right now
WorkSafeBC is developing a new acupuncture coverage policy that will be released in the final
guarter of 2019. The exact details of this new policy are being developed right now, and we hope to
share more as details emerge in the final quarter of 2019. But we expect coverage to be without
discretion, with more treatments covered and more money paid per treatment.

We have also been tirelessly lobbying the Federal Government’s public services health care plan to
include acupuncture coverage and we also expect to have their current policy updated by early
2020. The current policy only provides coverage to a medical doctor to perform acupuncture and
we have provided them with many reasons why they need to change this to allow acupuncture
from acupuncturists. We are optimistic that these changes will occur.

Finally, four of the six current CTCMA board members are also members of the ATCMA. Coming in
October there will be another election and we hope with your support we can elect more ATCMA
members to the CTCMA board to fulfill the mandate to protect the public but also to work with the
ATCMA and not against the ATCMA whenever legally possible. And that is why we are having our
Annual General Meetings on the same day.

As President, | want to thank you all for continuing to support the ATCMA with your membership
dues. We could not accomplish the things we have accomplished so far without your financial
contributions to the Association. | hope we have given you more reasons to continue to support the
ATCMA, and to tell your colleagues to join the ATCMA. We can accomplish so much more for the
profession with more members, more resources and more strength. Thank you all for attending the
AGM today and | also hope many of you will choose to stay for the CTCMA’s AGM this afternoon at
1pm.

Thank you.
Jason Tutt, R.Ac

ATCMA President
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